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How it all started

ÁWilliam Penn Foundation

ÁSchuylkill River Cluster Grants

ÁTo focus on improving water quality

ÁThrough policy change 

ÁDemonstration projects



Documented Problem

ÁAMD A major source of pollution in 
Schuylkill River

ÁSchuylkill River Conservation Plan

Á21st Century Environment Commission 
Report  
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AMD Issues

ÁMany discharges not mitigated after 
spending millions of $ on AMD in PA 

ÁPre-Act discharges

ÁNo regulatory driver

ÁLack of Landowner incentives to allow 
treatment system construction



Problems / barriers?

ÁWhat problems need to be solved

ÁWhat barriers keep us from fixing the 
problems



Creating an Incentiveé

ÁVoluntary

ÁProtection of landowner

ÁAllow landowner continued access

ÁCompensation



Potential solutions 

ÁAcquire land ïfee simple (purchase)
ÁDonôt want to sell

ÁContinue using property

ÁLiability

ÁConservation easement
ÁNo conservation value associated with  

contaminated property

ÁDCNR does not buy contaminated land

ÁDEP landowner agreement - weak



An Idea is Conceived

ÁWater Quality Improvement Easement 

ÁProtects landowners

ÁValued on improvement to water quality

ÁCompensates landowner 

ÁAllows treatment of AMD

ÁEnsures treatment system permanence

ÁImproved water quality



The Partnership

Schuylkill Township

Board of Supervisors
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Partnership Goes to Work

ÁDevelop easement language

ÁIdentify project sites

ÁEngages communities and landowners

ÁIdentifies and brings funding and other 
partners (from $30K to $1M)


