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How it all started

 William Penn Foundation

 Schuylkill River Cluster Grants

 To focus on improving water quality

 Through policy change 

 Demonstration projects



Documented Problem

 AMD A major source of pollution in 
Schuylkill River

 Schuylkill River Conservation Plan

 21st Century Environment Commission 
Report  
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AMD Issues

 Many discharges not mitigated after 
spending millions of $ on AMD in PA 

 Pre-Act discharges

 No regulatory driver

 Lack of Landowner incentives to allow 
treatment system construction



Problems / barriers?

 What problems need to be solved

 What barriers keep us from fixing the 
problems



Creating an Incentive…

 Voluntary

 Protection of landowner

 Allow landowner continued access

 Compensation



Potential solutions 

 Acquire land – fee simple (purchase)
 Don’t want to sell

 Continue using property

 Liability

 Conservation easement
 No conservation value associated with  

contaminated property

 DCNR does not buy contaminated land

 DEP landowner agreement - weak



An Idea is Conceived

 Water Quality Improvement Easement 

 Protects landowners

 Valued on improvement to water quality

 Compensates landowner 

 Allows treatment of AMD

 Ensures treatment system permanence

 Improved water quality



The Partnership

Schuylkill Township

Board of Supervisors
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Partnership Goes to Work

 Develop easement language

 Identify project sites

 Engages communities and landowners

 Identifies and brings funding and other 
partners (from $30K to $1M)



A New Planning Tool is Born

 Model Easement Language on PALTA 
website www.conserveland.org

 Three Demonstration Projects

 Mary D 

 Bell Colliery

 Mackeysburg

http://www.conserveland.org/








Mary D Community 
Improvement

 Remove dangerous ball field

 Use location for AMD Treatment System

 Donate and reclaim mine land

 Develop recreation complex



Mary D…Before









Water Quality Easement Document

 Model Easement Language on PALTA 
website www.conserveland.org

http://www.conserveland.org/

