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Taylor History

Á Taylor Borough is located in the central region of Lackawanna 
County; south west of Scranton in an area of Pennsylvania 
know as the ñAnthracite Regionò.  

Á Coal mining has been a part of Taylor since the late 1800ôs.  
For generations, coal was the mainstay of Pennsylvania's 
economy.  

Á According to the most recent Land Use Distribution Study 
Taylor Borough totals approximately 3,413 acres .

Á The largest land use in the Borough at 37.5% or 1,280 acres 
are strip mines and culm piles.
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Taylor Mining History

ü Coal mining operations were underway from 1856 to 1966.

ü Taylor operations supported both surface and underground coal mining.

ü Most common used mining systems were chamber and pillar and breast 
and pillar.

ü Chambers of coal 24 to 30 feet in width and nearly 300 feet in length 
were removed from the vein and pillars of 26 to 36 inches in width were 
left in the mined out chambers to support the roof.

ü In addition to the mining operations in Taylor, surface and subsurface, 
the colliery operations for processing coal for distribution .  

ü Breakers typically were known to have short life spans as they were 
typically built of wood and the vibrations and water from operations led 
to rapid deterioration.  The breaker at the Taylor Colliery was unique in 
that it was the first and only all concrete breaker ever constructed in the 
anthracite fields.  
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About 5000 cubic yards of 
concrete, 500 tons of rebar, 
and 500,000 feet of lumber 
were used in the construction.  
When completed the structure 
stood 107 feet wide, 133 feet 
long, and 167 feet high, 
dominating the Taylor skyline.  
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Taylor Coal Operations History

Á1856 - Taylor wooden frame breaker opened

Á1910 - Hard coal fields only all concrete breaker 

opened

Á1918 ïPrime of the Taylor Colliery, 695 men 

employed in the mines and breaker

Á1966 ïAll coal mining ceased in Lackawanna 

County due to flooded mines
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Taylor Coal Operations History

1982

Taylor Breaker 
demolished
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Taylor Coal Operations Affect

Á According to the most recent Land Use Distribution Study Taylor 
Borough totals approximately 3,413 acres.

Á The largest land use in the Borough at 37.5% or 1,280 acres are strip 
mines and culm piles.  

Á Since the downturn of the coal mining industry and the closing of this 
facility, Taylor Borough lost 695 jobs.  

Á The lack of employment and decreasing population limits the ability of 
Taylor to sustain tax revenue and budget for the redevelopment of 
brownfield sites.  

Á Additionally over 200 acres of land are currently unusable due to mining 
hazards including 58 acres of land that was residential.  The population 
of 113 homes were forced to relocate due to mining related subsidence 
issues while their homes sit vacant and condemned.  This forced 
relocations caused a significant loss to the Taylor tax base which has 
existed for over 40 years.
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Coal Mining Issues on the Town, 
subsidence

Á The Feltsville Patch swath of land adjacent to and above coal mining 
operations.

Á Subsidence issues led to the condemnation of this 58 acre area of Taylor

Á A total of nine coal seams exist below all or portions of the fifty -eight 
(58) acre area.  
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End of Operations

Á Coal mining operations ended in 1966;  

Á Taylor left with 695 less jobs;

Á 58 acres condemned in the Feltsville
Patch;

Á Priority Hazards as determined by the 
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation; 
and
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150 acres of abandoned mine scarred land
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