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AMD&ART

After the AMD 

leaves the final 

treatment pond, 

the now-clean or 

"legal" water is 

used to create the 

seven acres of 

new wetlands



Appalachian Coal Country 

Watershed Team

ñThe work of the Appalachian Coal Country Watershed Team 

supports a growing movement that is quietly bringing new strength 

and new hope to the Appalachian region. The Watershed Team 

arms community organizations and watershed-based projects with 

the training, tools, and volunteer support necessary to help local 

citizens become effective environmental stewards, community 

leaders, and accelerators of change in places indelibly marked by 

the environmental legacy of pre-regulatory coal mining.ò 

T. Allan Comp, ACCWT Founder and Director



What is the Anthracite Heritage Alliance?

The AHA is a partnership created in 2008 

across Northeast Pennsylvaniaôs Anthracite 

Coal Region consisting of National 

Heritage areas working together with local 

and regional watershed and conservation 

organizations, several corporations, state 

and federal agencies, the Appalachian Coal 

Country Watershed Team, and the Office 

of Surface Mining



Anthracite Heritage Alliance Partners

National Heritage Areas in Pennsylvaniaôs Anthracite Coal Region

Â Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor (D&LNHC)

Â Lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority (LHVA)

Â Schuylkill River National Heritage Area (SRHA)

Federal and State Partners

Â Americorps VISTA

Â Appalachian Coal Country Watershed Team (ACCWT)

Â DCNR ïNescopeck Environmental Center

Â DEP - Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation (BAMR)

Â Office of Surface Mining (OSM)

Â Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR)

Â Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

Â United States Department of the Interior



Watershed and Conservation groups

Â Carbon County Conservation District (CCCD)

Â Eastern Middle Anthracite Regional Recovery (EMARR)

Â Eastern PA Coalition For Abandoned Mine Reclamation (EPCAMR)

Â Friends of the Nescopeck (FON)

Â Greater Hazleton Civic Partnership (GHCP)

Â Greater Hazleton Rails to Trails (GHRT)

Â Lackawanna County Conservation District (LCCD)

Â Lackawanna River Corridor Association (LRCA)

Â Luzerne Conservation District LCD)

Â Northumberland County Conservation District (NCCD)

Â Schuylkill County Conservation District (SCCD)

Â Schuylkill Headwaters Association (SHWA)

Â Shamokin Creek Restoration Alliance (SCRA)

Â Wildlands Conservancy (WC)

Corporations

Â Pennsylvania Power and Light Company (PPL)



Core Goal #1

Build the capacity

of participating 

organizations to

enable long-term

stability and success



Core Goal #2

Assist sponsor

organizations in 

conducting the 

watershed research 

and water quality

monitoring critical

to future funding



Core Goal #3

Assist sponsor 

organizations in

enhancing 

community 

awareness and 

involvement 

through education 

and outreach



Core Goal #4

Assist sponsor 

organizations in 

efforts of community 

revitalization through 

economic development 

projects, as well as those 

that celebrate and 

increase awareness and 

understanding of local 

history and culture



Core Goal #5

Assist the OSM/VISTA

member and sponsor site to

better prepare him or her to 

become a valuable Team 

member, broaden his or her 

ability to engage with 

watershed and community 

development issues, and 

enhance his or her 

opportunities for future 

employment



ACCWT Mission Statement

The ACCWTôs overall mission is to combat 

poverty and provide average citizens with the 

assistance they need to make their own rural 

mining communities cleaner, healthier, and 

safer places to live and work





Hard Coal

Anthracite

Stone Coal



Discovery of Anthracite

òNecho Allen Discovering Coalò 
George Benjamin Luks

ñPhilip Ginder Discovers Coal at 
Summit Hill, Penna. 1791ò



ñIf the world should take fire, 
the Lehigh coal mine would 
be the safest retreat, the last 
place to burn.ò

-Quoted in 
The Kingdom of Coal



Marketing  
Anthracite



Cross-section of the geologic structure of 
the Ridge and Valley Province

Cross-section of the geologic structure of the 
Allegheny Plateau (from King 1977)



Anthracite Schematic


